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sion intended to be drawn from it.    The question
would still remain,  whether our representation of
what Christianity requires be agreeable to the word
of God ?    For if it be, surely it must be confessed
to bo a matter of small account to sacrifice a little
worldly comfort and prosperity,  during the short
span of our existence in this life, in order to secure
a crown of eternal glory, and the enjoyment of those
pleasures which are at God's right hand for ever-
more.    It might be added also, that our blessed
Saviour-had plainly declared, that it would often be
required of Christians to make such a sacrifice; and
had forewarned us, that in. order to be able to do
it with cheerfulness whenever the occasion should
arrive, we must habitually sit loose to all worldly
possessions and enjoyments.    And it might further
be remarked, that though it were even admitted,
that the ytineral prevalence of vital  Christianity
should somewhat interfere with the views of national
wealth and aggrandizement, yet that there is too
much reason to believe that,  do all we can, this
general prevalence needs not to be apprehended, or
to speak more justly, could not be hoped for.   But
indeed tho objection on which we have now been
commenting, is not  only groundless,  but directly
contrary to truth.    If Christianity, such as we have
represented it, were generally to prevail, the world,
from being such as it is, would become a scene of
general   peace and  prosperity;   and, abating the
chances and calamities "which flesh is inseparably
heir to," would wear one uniform face of compla-
cency and joy.

On tho first promulgation of Christianity, it is
truo, some of her early converts seem to have been
m danger of so far mistaking the genius of the new
religion, as to imagine, that in future they were to
be discharged from an active attendance on their